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The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege is claimed 
are defined as follows: 

1 1 .~y A method for enabling a purchase of a product or service, comprising: 

2 receiving an indication of at least one ol a product category including at least 

3 / two products or a service category including ?k least two services; 

4 / selecting one of said at least two products or said at least two services; 

5 providing an indication of said sele/ted one of said at least two products or said 

6 at least two services; and / 

7 arranging for a benefit to be provided based on a purchase of said selected one 

8 of said at least two products or said a/least two services. 

1 2. The method of claim 1, wherein said indication of said selected one of said at 

2 least two products or said at least two sewices is provided to at least one of the following: 

3 a customer; / 

4 a customer dewce; 

5 a retailer; / 

6 a retailer device; 

7 a seller; / 

8 a seller crevice; or 

9 a controller. 

1 3. The method/) f claim 1, wherein said indication of said selected one of said at 

2 least two products or said/at least two services is provided by at least one of the following: 

3 a customer; 

4 a customer device; 

5 /a retailer; 

6 /a retailer device; 
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a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 



V' 



1 4. The method of claim 1 , wherein said indication of a product category including 

2 at least two products or a serv/ce category including at least two services is received by at least 

3 one of the following: 

4 a customer; 

5 a customer device; 

6 a retailer; 

7 a rfetailer device; 

8 aiseller; 

9 a seller device: or 
10 & controller. 

I 

1 5. The method of claim 1, wherein said indication of a product category including 

2 at least two products! or a service category including at least two services is received from at 

3 least one of the following: 

4 I a customer; 

5 fa customer device; 

6 I a retailer; 

7 fa retailer device; 

8 1 a seller; 

9 j a seller device; or 
10 I a controller. 



1 6. The method of claim 1 , wherein said selecting one of said at least two products or said 

2 at least two services is completed by at least one of the following: 

3 J a customer; 

4 la customer device; 

5 a retailer; 
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6 a retailer device; 

7 a seller; / 

8 a seller device; or 

9 a controller. 



1 7. The method oficlaim 1, further comprising: 

2 providing an indication of said benefit. 



nng: j 



1 8 The method pf claim 7, wherein said indication of said benefit is provided to at 

2 least one of the following: 



3 a customer; 

4 a customer device; 

v6/ a retailer device; 

^7 a seller; 



8 a/seller device; or 

9 afcontroller. 

1 9. The method of claim 7, wherein said indication of said benefit is provided by at 

2 least one of the following: 

3 /a customer; 

4 fa customer device; 

5 I a retailer; 

6 J a retailer device; 

7 I a seller; 

8 fa seller device; or 

9 fa controller. 

1 10. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

2 J receiving an indication of a purchase of said selected one of said at least 

3 two products or said at least two services. 
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1 11. The method of claim 10, wherein said indication of a purchase is received from at least 

2 one of the following: / 

3 a customer; / 

4 a customer device; / 

5 a retailer; / 

6 a retailer device; / 

7 a seller; / 

8 a seller device; or/ 

9 a controller. / 

1 12. The method of claim lOj, wherein said indication of a purchase is received by at 

2 least one of the following: j 

3 t a customer; j 

a customer device; 
a retailer; / 

6 a retailer device; 

7 a seller; / 

8 a seller dejice; or 

9 a controller. 

1 13. The method of claim 1 Jnirther comprising at least one of the following: 

2 receiving a customer identifier; 

3 determining a customer identifier; 

4 determining a payment identifier; 

1 14. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

2 receiving a payment identifier. 

1 15. The method of claim 14, wherein said payment identifier is a customer identifier. 

1 16. The method ofirclaim 1, further comprising: 

2 / imposing a penalty if said selected one of said at least two products or 



3 said at least two services is not pjirchased. 

1 17. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

2 receiving an indication/of a. retailer category, said retailer category 

3 including at least two retailers. 
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The method of claim 17, further comprising: 

/ 

selecting one of said at least two retailers; and 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two retailers. 
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The method of claim 1 8, further comprising: 

/ 

determining if said selected one of said at least two products or said at 
least two services has been purchased at said selected one of said at least two 
retailers. 
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The method of claim 19, wherein said providing an indication of a benefit occurs 
. / 

only if said selected one of said at least two products or at least two services has been purchased 
at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 



./ 



2 1 . The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

providing a benefit based on a purchase of said selected one of said at 
least two products or said at least two services. 
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The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

providing an indication of a penalty if said selected one of said at least 
/ 

two products or at least two services is not purchased. 
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The method of claim j\ , further comprising: 

arranging for a penalty to be imposed if said selected one of said at least 

The method of claim 1 , further comprising at least one of the following: 

I 

providing a list of at least one product category; and 



providing a list of at least one service category. 
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25. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
providing an indication pf a price for said selected one of said at least 

two products or at least two services. 

26. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
determining a pricgr for said selected one of said at least two products or 

at least two services. 

27. The method of claim ^ further comprising: 
determining ^condition of purchase for said selected one of said at least 

two products or at least two services. 

28. The method of claim 27,/further comprising: 

providing an indication of said condition of purchase of said selected one 
of said at leasytwo products or at least two services. 

A method for enabling a purchase of a product or service, comprising: 
receiving an indication at leastfone of a product category including at least two 
products or a service category inclu/ing at least two services; 

selecting one of said at leapt two products or said at least two services; 
providing an indication said selected one of said at least two products or said 
at least two services; and 

providing an indication of a benefit based on a purchase of said selected one of 
said at least two productsjor said at least two services. 

The method of claim 29, whereinf said indication of said selected one of said at least two 
6ducts or said at least two services ys provided to at least one of the following: 
a customer; 
a customer /levice; 
a retailers 
a retailer device; 
a seller; 
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a seller device; 
a controller. 

3 1 . The method of claimf29, wherein said indication of said selected one of said at 
least two products or said at least tjwo services is provided by at least one of the following: 

a customer 
a customejr device; 
a retailer/ 
a retailer device; 
a seller 
a se ^J r device; or 
a controller. 

32. The method of claim 29, wherein said indication of a product category including at least 

/ 

two products or a service ^category including at least two services is received by at least one of 
the following: 

ajcustomer; 
/customer device; 
retailer; 
|a retailer device; 
fa seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 

33. The method of claim 29, wherein said indication of a product category including 
at least two products or a service category including at least two services is received from at 
least one of the following: 

a customer; 
a customer device; 
a retailer; 
a retailer device; 
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a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 

34. The method of claim W, wherein said selecting one of said at least two products or said 
at least two services is completed by at least one of the following: 

a cust|mer; 

a customer device; 

a retailer; 

a retailer device; 

a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 

f 

35. The metho|d of claim 29, wherein said indication of a benefit is provided to at 
least one of the following;; 



a customer; 
a customer device; 

I 

ietailer; 
etailer device; 
eller; 
eller device; or 
a controller. 

I 

36. The method of claim 29, wherein said indication of a benefit is provided by at 
least one of the following: 

[a customer; 
a customer device; 
a retailer; 
a retailer device; 
a seller; 
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8 a seller device; or / 

9 a controller. J 

1 37. A method for enabling a purchase of a product or service, comprising: 

2 receiving an indication at least one of a product category including at 

3 least two products or a service category including at least two services; 

4 selecting one oflsaid at least two products or said at least two services; 

5 providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two products 

6 or said at least two services; 

7 determining ilf said selected one of said at least two products or said at 

8 least two services has been purchased; and 

9 providing an indication of a benefit if said selected one of said at least 
1 0 two products or said at least two services has been purchased. 

1 38. A method for enabling a purchase of a product or service, comprising: 

2 receiving^an indication of at least one of a product category including at 

3 least two products or a service category including at least two services; 

4 selecting one of said at least two products or said at least two services; 

5 providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two products 

6 or said at least two services; 

7 determining if said selected one of said at least two products or said at 

8 least two sm-vices has been purchased; and 

9 arranging for a benefit to be provided based on a purchase of said 
10 selected cpe of said at least two products or said at least two services. 

1 39. A methofl for enabling a purchase of a product, comprising: 

2 Receiving an indication of a product category, said product category 

3 including at least two products; 

4 / selecting one of said at least two products; 

5 / providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two products; 

6 and / 
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providing an indication of a benefit bjfeed on a purchase of said selected 
one of said at least two products. 

A method for enabling a purchase of a product, comprising: 

receiving an indication of a product category, said product category 
including at least two products; 

selecting one of said at least t&o products; 

providing an indication of sara selected one of said at least two products; 

determining if said selected one of said at least two products has been 
purchased; and / 



providing an indication of a benefit if said selected one of said at least 
two products has been purchased. 



/ 



A method for enabling a purchase of a service, comprising: 

receiving an indication of a service category, said service category 
including at least two services; 

selecting one of ^aid at least two services; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two services; 



and 



/, 



providing an indication of a benefit if said selected one of said at least 
two products has been purchased. 

A method for enabling a purchase of a service, comprising: 

receivin^in indication of a service category, said service category 



including at least two services; 

selecting one of said at least two services; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two services; 
determining if said selected one of said at least two services has been 
purchased; and 

providing an indication of a benefit if said selected one of said at least 
two services has been purchased. 
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43. A method for enabling a purchase of a product or service, comprising: 

receiving an indication of/a retailer category, said retailer category 
including at least two retailers; 

selecting one of said at le&st two retailers; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two retailers; 

determining if a product or service has been purchased at said selected 
one of said at least two retailers; and 

providing an indic^ion of a benefit if a product or service has been 
purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 

44. The method of claim 43 Jiurther comprising: 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two retailers. 

The method of claim 43, further comprising: 
. . / . . 

receiving an indication of a purchase of a product or service at said 
selected one of saidjat least two retailers. 

46. The method of claim 43, further comprising: 
receiving/ customer identifier. 



The method of claim 43, further comprising: 
receiving a payment identifier. 



vin 

/ 

J A ' 



The method of claim 43, further comprising: 
/ 

imposing a penalty if no purchase of a product or service is made at said 
/ 

selected one of said at least two retailers. 

/ 

The method of claim 43, further comprising: 

Receiving an indication of a product category, said product category 

The method of claim 49, further comprising: 

selecting one of said at least two products; and 
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3 providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two 

4 products. / 

1 51. The method of claim 50, wherein said providing an indication of a benefit occurs only 

2 if said selected one of said at least two products has been purchased at said selected one of at 

3 least two said retailers. / 

1 52. The method of claim 49, furtherycomprising: 

2 providing a benefit based on a purchase of a product or service at said 

3 selected one of said at least tw^ retailers. 

™ 1 53. The method of claim 49, further comprising: 

||p^ 2 arranging for a benefit to be provided based on a purchase of a product 

j\ or service at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 

54. A method for enabling a purchase of a product or service, comprising: 

=p 2 receiving an indication of a retailer category including at least two 

g 3 retailers; j 

r\ 4 selecting one of^said at least two retailers; 

M= 5 providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two retailer; 

g 6 receiving an indication that a product or service has been purchased at 

7 said selected one of said at least two retailers; and 

8 providing an Vindication of a benefit if a product of service has been 

9 purchased at said sheeted one of said at least two retailers. 

1 55. A method for enabling a purchase of a product, comprising: 

2 receiving an indication of a product category, said product category 

3 including at leastravo products; 

4 selecting/one of said at least two products; 

/ 

5 providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two products; 

6 and / 

7 arranging to provide a benefit based on a purchase of said selected one 
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of said at least two products. 

A method for enabling a purchase of a product, comprising: 

receiving an indication of a product category, said product category 

including at least two products; 

selecting one of said at least two products; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two products; 
determining if ^aid selected one of said at least two products has been 
purchased; and 

arranging to provide a benefit if said selected one of said at least two 
products has been purchased. 

A method for enabling a purchase of a service, comprising: 

receiving an indication of a service category, said service category 

including at least itwo services; 

selecting/one of said at least two services; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two services; 

and 



arranging to provide a benefit based on a purchase of said selected one 
of said at least two services. 



/ 



A method for enabling a purchase of a service, comprising: 

receiving an indication of a service category, said service category 
including at/least two services; 

selecting one of said at least two services; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two services; 
determining if said selected one of said at least two services has been 
purchased; and 

arranging to provide a benefit if said selected one of said at least two 
servicesfhas been purchased. 

A method for enabling a purchase of a product or service, comprising: 
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2 receiving an indication of a retai/er category including at least two 

3 retailers; / 

4 selecting one of said at least twof retailers; 

5 providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two retailer; 

6 determining if a product or sewice has been purchased at said selected 

7 one of said at least two retailers; ancy 

8 arranging to provide a benefit if a product of service has been purchased 

9 at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 

1 60. A method for enabling a purchase of a product or service, comprising: 

2 receiving an indication of a retailer category including at least two 

3 retailers; / 

4 selecting one of said at least two retailers; 

5 providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two retailer; 

6 ^ receiving an indication that a product or service has been purchased at 

7 said selected one of said ai least two retailers; and 

8 arranging to provipe a benefit if a product of service has been purchased 

9 at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 

1 61 . A method for enabling^ purchase of a product, comprising: 

2 receiving an indication of a product category, said product category 

3 including at least two products; 

4 selecting one of said at least two products; 

5 providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two products; 

6 and / 

7 providing a benefit based on a purchase of said selected one of said at 

8 least two products. 

1 62. A method for^enabling a purchase of a product, comprising: 

2 receiving an indication of a product category, said product category 

3 including at/least two products; 
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selecting one of said at least two products; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two products; 

determining if said selected one of said at least two products has been 
purchased; and j 

providing a benefit if said selected one of said at least two products has 
been purchased. / 

/ 

A method for enabling a purchase/of a service, comprising: 

receiving an indication of a service category, said service category 

including at least two services; j 

selecting one of said ayleast two services; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two services; 
and j 

providing a benefit based on a purchase of said selected one of said at 
least two services. 

/ 

A method for enabling a purchase of a service, comprising: 

// 

receiving an indication of a service category, said service category 
including at least two services; 

selecting one of said at least two services; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two services; 

I 

determining if said selected one of said at least two services has been 
purchased; and $ 

providing a/benefit if said selected one of said at least two services has 
been purchased. 

A method for purchasing a product, comprising: 

providing an indication of a product category, said product category 

including at least two products; 

I 

receiving an indication of a selected one of said at least two products; 

and 
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receiving a benefit based on a purchase off said selected one of said at 
least two products. 

A method for purchasing a product, comprising: 

providing an indication of a product /category, said product category 
including at least two products; 

receiving an indication of a selectee^ one of said at least two products; 

and 

receiving an indication of a benefit if said selected one of said at least 
two products has been purchased. 

A method for purchasing a service, comprising: 

providing an indication of a /service category, said service category 
including at least two services; 

receiving an indication of a selected one of said at least two services; and 

'/ 

receiving a benefit based op a purchase of said selected one of said at 
least two services. 

A method for purchasing a service, comprising: 

/ 

providing an indication' of a service category, said service category 

including at least two services/ 

receiving an indicatiojof a selected one of said at least two services; and 
receiving an indication of a benefit if said selected one of said at least 

two services has been purchased. 

. / 

A system for selling a product or service, comprising: 

a memory; / 

a communication port; and 
/ 

a processor connected to said memory and said communication port, said 
processor being operative to: 

receive an indication of at least one of a product category 
including a/ least two products or a service category including at least 
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9 select one of said at 

10 services; 

1 1 provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two 

12 products or said at least tw^o services; and 

1 3 arrange for a benefit to be provided based on a purchase of said 

14 selected one of said at least two products or said at least two services. 

1 70. A computer readable medium, /(he computer readable medium storing a 

2 computer program comprising: < 

3 computer readable means for receiving at least one indication of at 

4 least one of a product category including at least two products or a service 

5 ^ \^ category including at least Jvo services; 

6 yj computer readable means for choosing one of said at least two products 

7 taV/ or sa id at least two services; 



8 \-T computer readable means for generating an indication of said selected 

9 one of said at least two products or said at least two services; and 

10 computer readable means for arranging for at least one benefit to be 

1 1 provided based on a purchase of said selected one of said at least two products 

12 or said at least two services. 

1 71 . An apparatus for selling a product or service, comprising: 

2 means for receiving an indication of at least one of a product category 

3 including at least two products or a service category including at least two 

4 services; J 

5 means for choosing one of said at least two products or said at least two 
services; j 

7 means for generating an indication of said selected one of said at least 

8 two products or said at least two services; and 



9 means for arranging for at least one benefit to be provided based on a 

10 purchase of sayi selected one of said at least two products or said at least two 
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1 72. An article of manufacture, comprising: / 

2 a computer usable medium hayng a computer readable program 

3 means embodied therein for operating an information system, the computer 

4 readable program means in said article of manufacture operable to: 

5 receive an indicati/n of at least one of a product category 

6 including at least two products or a service category including at least 

7 two services; J 

8 select one of said at least two products or said at least two 

9 services; j ^ 

10 provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two 

1 1 \jj *A products or said at least two services; and 

12 arrange foya benefit to be provided based on a purchase of said 

13 selected one of sa^d at least two products or said at least two services. 

1 73. A system for selling a product or service, comprising: 

2 a memory; J 

3 a communication port; and 

4 a processor connected to said memory and said communication port, said 

5 processor being operative to: 

6 recjive an indication of at least one of a product category 

7 including at least two products or a service category including at least 

8 two services; 

9 splect one of said at least two products or said at least two 

10 services; 

1 1 / provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two 

12 products or said at least two services; and 

13 / provide an indication of a benefit based on a purchase of said 

14 selected one of said at least two products or said at least two services. 
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1 74. A computer readable medium, the computer readable medium storing a 

2 computer program comprising: / 

3 computer readable means for receiving at least one indication of a 

4 product category including at least two/products or a service category 

5 including at least two services; / 

6 computer readable means forychoosing one of said at least two products 

7 or said at least two services; / 

8 computer readable means for generating an indication of said selected 

9 one of said at least two products^or said at least two services; and 

10 computer readable means for providing an indication of at least one 

11 » tyj X benefit based on a purchase oysaid selected one of said at least two products or 

12 \J \^ said at least two services. / 

1 75. An apparatus for selling a droduct or service, comprising: 

2 means for receiving at least one indication of at least one of a product 

3 category including at least two products or a service category including at least 

4 two services; / 

5 means for choosing one of said at least two products or said at least two 

6 services; / 

7 means for transmitting an indication of said selected one of said at least 

8 two products or said at least two services; and 

9 means for transmitting an indication of a benefit based on a purchase of 
10 said selected one/of said at least two products or said at least two services. 

1 76. An article of manufacture, comprising: 

2 a computer usable medium having a computer readable program 

3 means embodied therein for operating an information system, the computer 

4 readable program means in said article of manufacture operable to: 

5 J receive an indication of at least one of a product category 

6 including at least two products or a service category including at least 

i] 
I 
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8 select one of said at least w/o products or said at least two 

9 services; / 

10 provide an indication of ^aid selected one of said at least two 

1 1 products or said at least two sendees; and 

12 provide an indication of a benefit based on a purchase of said 

1 3 selected one of said at least two products or said at least two services. 

/ 

1 77. A system for selling a product or service, comprising: 

2 a memory; / 

3 a communication port/and 

4 \ a processor connected'to said memory and said communication port, said 

5 f\^? sf , processor being operative to: 

6 & y receive ary indication of at least one of a product category 

7 including at leas/ two products or a service category including at least 

8 two services; j 

9 select one of said at least two products or said at least two 

10 services; / 

1 1 provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two 

12 products or said at least two services; 

1 3 determine if said selected one of said at least two products or 

14 said at least two services has been purchased; and 

1 5 grange for a benefit to be provided based on a purchase of said 

1 6 selected one of said at least two products or said at least two services. 

1 78. A computer readable medium, the computer readable medium storing a 

2 computer program comprising: 

3 computer readable means for receiving at least one indication of at 

4 least one of a product category including at least two products or a service 

5 category including at least two services; 

6 / computer readable means for choosing one of said at least two products 
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or said at least two services; 

computer readable means for transmitting an indication of said selected 
one of said at least two products or said at least two services; 

computer readable means for determining if said selected one of said at 
least two products or said at least two services has been purchased; and 

computer readable means for arranging for at least one benefit to be 
provided based on a purchase of said selected one of said at least two products 
or said at least two services. 



An apparatus for selling a product or service, comprising: 

means for receiving at least one indication of at least one of a product 
category including at least two products or a service category including at least 
two services; j 

means for choosing one of said at least two products or said at least two 
services; / 

means foi? transmitting an indication of said selected one of said at least 
two products or said at least two services; 

means for determining if said selected one of said at least two products 
or said at least two services has been purchased; and 

means Jfor arranging for at least one benefit to be provided based on a 
purchase of said selected one of said at least two products or said at least two 
services. 



/ 



An article of manufacture, o6mprising: 

a computer usabl^medium having a computer readable program 
means embodied thereii^ for operating an information system, the computer 
readable program meams in said article of manufacture operable to: 

recejve an indication of at least one of product category including 
at least two products or a service category including at least two services; 

/elect one of said at least two products or said at least two 
services; 



67 



9 provide an indication &f said selected one of said at least two 

10 products or said at least two/ervices; 

11 \Jtfl~\ I determine if said sheeted one of said at least two products or 

12 " 4f\ w said at least two servicesinas been purchased; and 

1 3 arrange for a benefit to be provided based on a purchase of said 

14 selected one of said zl least two products or said at least two services. 

1 KW* 81 . n\ system for selling a product or service, comprising: 

2 x n a memory; / 

3 a communication port; and 

4 /f a processor connected to/said memory and said communication port, said 

5 processor being operative to: / 

6 receive an indication of a at least one of a product category 

7 including at least two products or a service category including at least 

8 two services; / 

9 select one/ of said at least two products or said at least two 

10 services; / 

1 1 providing an inencation of said selected one of said at least two products 

12 or said at least two services; 

13 deternyne if said selected one of said at least two products or 

14 said at least two services has been purchased; and 

15 provide an indication of a benefit if said selected one of said at 

16 least two products or said at least two services has been purchased. 

1 82. A computer readaple medium, the computer readable medium storing a 

2 computer program comprising: / 

3 computer readable means for receiving at least one indication of at 

4 least one of a product category including at least two products or a service 

5 category including at least two services; 

6 computer readable means for choosing one of said at least two products 

7 or said at least two services; 
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8 computer readable means for transmitting an indication of said selected 

9 one of said at least two products or pid at least two services; 

10 computer readable means for determining if said selected one of said at 

1 1 least two products or said at least rwo services has been purchased; and 

12 computer readable meansf for transmitting an indication of a benefit if 

1 3 said selected one of said at least/two products or said at least two services has 

14 been purchased. / 

1 83. An apparatus for selling a projauct or service, comprising: 

2 means for receiving at least one indication of at least one of a product 

3 category including at least two products or a service category including at least 

4 two services; J 

5 means for choosinglone of said at least two products or said at least two 

6 services; J 

7 means for transmitting an indication of said selected one of said at least 

8 two products or said at least two services; 

9 means for determining if said selected one of said at least two products 

10 or said at least two services has been purchased; and 

11 means for transmitting an indication of at least one benefit if said 

12 selected one of said at/least two products or said at least two services has been 

13 purchased. / 

1 84. An article of manufacture, comprising: 

2 a computer u'sable medium having a computer readable program 

3 means embodied therein for operating an information system, the computer 

4 readable program means in said article of manufacture operable to: 

5 receive an indication of at least one of a product category 

6 including at least two products or a service category including at least 

7 two services; 

8 select one of said at least two products or said at least two 

9 services;/ 
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1 0 provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two 

1 1 products or said at least two services; 

12 determine if said selected/one of said at least two products or 

1 3 said at least two services has been purchased; and 

14 provide an indication offa benefit if said selected one of said at 

1 5 least two products or said at least two services has been purchased. 

/ .. 

1 85. A system for selling a product or sewice, compnsmg: 

2 a memory; / 

3 a communication port; andtf 

4 a processor connected to said memory and said communication port, said 

5 processor being operative to: j 

6 y receive an indication of a retailer category including at least two 

7 AO retailers; j ^ 

8 kM select one of said at least two retailers; 

\T I 

9 VT provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two 

10 retailer; j 

1 1 determine^if a product or service has been purchased at said 

12 selected one of said at least two retailers; and 

/ 

1 3 arrange to provide at least one benefit if a product of service has 

1 4 been purchased/at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 

1 

1 86. A computer readable medium, the computer readable medium storing a 

2 computer program comprising: j 

3 computer readable means for receiving at least one indication of a 

4 retailer category including at least two retailers; 

5 computer Readable means for choosing one of said at least two retailers; 

6 computey-eadable means for transmitting an indication of said selected 

7 one of said at least two retailer; 

/ 

8 computer readable means for determining if a product or service has 

9 been purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers; and 
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computer readable means fc4 arranging to provide at least one benefit if 
a product of service has been purqjhased at said selected one of said at least two 
retailers. 

An apparatus for selling a product or service, comprising: 

means for receiving^ at least one indication of a retailer category 

including at least two retailers; 

/ 

means for choosing one of said at least two retailers; 



/ . 

ismitting a 



means for transmitting an indication of said selected one of said at least 
two retailer; 

means for determining if a product or service has been purchased at said 

selected one of saidiat least two retailers; and 

means for arranging to provide at least one benefit if a product of service 
/ 

has been purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 



An article of manufacture, comprising: 
/ 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program 
means embodied therein for operating an information system, the computer 
readable program means in said article of manufacture operable to: 

I receive an indication of a retailer category including at least two 
retaijers; 

select one of said at least two retailers; 

provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two 
retjkiler; 

determine if a product or service has been purchased at said 
selected one of said at least two retailers; and 

arrange to provide a benefit if a product of service has been 
jfpurchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 

A sysfem for selling a product or service, comprising: 
a memory; 
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3 a communication port; and 

4 a processor connected to said memory and said communication port, said 

5 processor being operative to: / 

6 receive an indication of a retailer category including at least two 

7 retailers; / 

8 select one of said at least two retailers; 

/ 

9 provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two 

10 retailer; / 

11 receive an indication that a product or service has been 

12 purchased at said/selected one of said at least two retailers; and 

13 ^ K arrange to provide a benefit if a product of service has been 

14 tvr purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 

c / 

1 90. A computer readable medium, the computer readable medium storing a 

2 computer program comprising: / 

3 computer readable means for receiving at least one indication 

/ 

4 of a retailer^category including at least two retailers; 

5 computer readable means for choosing one of said at least two 

6 retailers; j 

1 computer readable means providing an indication of said selected 

8 one of said at least two retailer; 

/ 

9 computer readable means for receiving at least one indication 

10 that a product or service has been purchased at said selected one of said 

/ 

11 at least two retailers; and 

12 j computer readable means for arranging to provide at least one 

13 benefit if a product of service has been purchased at said selected one of 

14 sai^at least two retailers. 

1 91 . An apparatus for selling a product or service, comprising: 

2 means for receiving an indication of a retailer category including at least 

3 two retailers; 
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4 means for choosing one of said at lea^t two retailers; 

5 means for transmitting an indicationiof said selected one of said at least 

6 two retailer; / 

7 means for receiving an indication that a product or service has been 

8 purchased at said selected one of said at/least two retailers; and 

9 means for arranging to provide at least one benefit if a product of service 

1 92. An article of manufacture, comprising: 

2 a computer usable mediurmliaving a computer readable program 

_ 3 means embodied therein for operating an information system, the computer 

ifj 4 readable program means in said Article of manufacture operable to: 

~~ 5 receive an indica/ion of a retailer category including at least two 

O 6 i \ retailers; 

M= 7 Ajff select one of s^iid at least two retailers; 

J" 8 \J pJ provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two 

D 9 W retailer; / 

yj 10 receive an /indication that a product or service has been 

L» s 1 1 purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers; and 

S 12 arrange to/provide a benefit if a product of service has been 

purchaseda,s 7" oneofsaida,least,wore,ai,ers - 

1 93. A system for selling a product or service, comprising: 

2 a memory; 

3 a communication port; and 

/ 

4 a processor connected to said memory and said communication port, said 

5 processor being operative to: 

/ 

6 receive an indication of a retailer category including at least two 

7 retailers; j 

8 select one of said at least two retailers; 

/ 

9 nrovide an indication of said selected one of said at least two 

/ 



10 tetailer; — ^ 

11 receive an indication that a/product or service has been 

12 purchased at said selected one of saijd at least two retailers; and 

1 3 provide an indication of a benefit if a product of service has been 

14 purchased at said selected one of/said at least two retailers. 

1 94. A computer readable medium, the computer readable medium storing a 

2 computer program comprising: j 

3 computer readable means for receiving at least one indication of a 

4 retailer category including at least two retailers; 

5 computer readable means for choosing one of said at least two retailers; 

6 computer readable means for transmitting an indication of said selected 

7 j one of said at least two retailer; 

^ Yw (Y computer readable/means for receiving an indication that a product or 

9 v> service has been purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers; and 

10 »W computer readable means for transmitting an indication of a benefit if a 

1 1 product of service has-been purchased at said selected one of said at least two 

12 retailers. / 

1 95. An apparatus for selling a product or service, comprising: 

2 means fonreceiving an indication of a retailer category including at least 

3 two retailers; / 

4 means for choosing one of said at least two retailers; 

5 means^for transmitting an indication of said selected one of said at least 

6 two retailer^ 

7 means for receiving an indication that a product or service has been 

8 purchased/at said selected one of said at least two retailers; and 

9 means for transmitting an indication of a benefit if a product of service 

1 96. An article of manufacture, comprising: 



a computer usable medium havifig a computer readable program 
means embodied therein for operating? an information system, the computer 
readable program means in said article of manufacture operable to: 

1^1 



receive an indicationfof a retailer category including at least two 
retailers; j 

select one of said at least two retailers; 

/ 

provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two 

/ 

retailer; y 

receive an indication that a product or service has been 
purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers; and 

provide an indication of a benefit if a product of service has been 
purchased at said Selected one of said at least two retailers. 
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